40th Celebration of LGBTQ
lives at Kirkridge
Hosted by: Michael J. Adee and Jean
Richardson. Keynote speaker: Rev. Erin
Swenson
September 8, 2017 to September 10, 2017

Over 40 years ago, Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center offered a clarion call of welcome to
LGBTQ persons in faith communities.
Many of the “firsts” that have occurred in faith, nation, and military LGBTQ communities can
trace their threads of origin back to the mountain. This is where leaders found their courage,
strength, and voice. This is where their convictions were strengthened by the spiritual, emotional,
and political awareness that blossomed during their time at Kirkridge.
This celebration gathering will cast a wide net of welcome to all who wish to celebrate our
40-year LGBTQ history. Longstanding programs who have gathered at Kirkridge will also be
invited to join the conversation, including: Sisterly Conversations, The Gay Men’s Event,
Agape, and the historic Gay and Lesbian Christian program. Along with creating space for
spiritual reflection, we will ask ourselves and each other: what’s next? What’s next for LGBT
faith and justice work at and beyond Kirkridge?
We will seek to equip our conference participants in more effective ways to counter the religious
exemption laws and efforts to rescind the hard-earned LGBT equality achievements of the last
three decades. We will also work to equip our conference participants with effective strategies to
counter religious exemption laws and efforts to rescind the hard-earned LGBTQ equality
achievements earned over the past three decades.
*Sisterly Conversations will begin their gathering September 7, 2017 (additional $90.00) Call to
register for additional night.
Led by: Rev. Erin Swenson. Erin is a Presbyterian minister. She has served as pastor,
counselor, chaplain, educator, and administrator within a variety of faith communities, including
Adjunct Professor of Pastoral Care at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. Erin was
the first transgender Co-Moderator of More Light Presbyterians, a LGBT-affirming network in
the Presbyterian Church (USA). As a transgender woman she confronted the Presbyterian
Church with her own transgender reality. Ultimately, she became the first-known mainstream
Protestant minister to make a gender transition and retain ordained office, an event that was
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covered by USA Today and Newsweek.
Cost $375 includes double occupancy room, board and tuition
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